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Does the Scout meet the age and prerequisite requirements? Encourage them to check prerequisites on pages 22-23 
before registering for Merit Badges, and plan for requirements that cannot be earned at summer camp.  This will help 
ensure that they have a better opportunity to complete merit badges during your week in camp or soon after.  

 are available on US Scouting Service Project web site for each Merit Badge.  The 
workbooks are made available with permission from Craig Lincoln. The workbooks are not required but can be a 
great help in completing many badges.  Scouts should print these and bring them to camp (they are not sold in 
the trading post). www.usscouts.org/meritbadges.asp

Each Scout should bring a correct and current copy of the merit badge book and he should read it thoroughly prior to 
his arrival at camp.  Certain Merit Badges are difficult to complete at camp without the Merit Badge book (Signs, 
Signal and code for one). Scouts must carefully study and understand all requirements Individual Units will be 
responsible to ensure each Scout has successfully completed all requirements.

Longhorn Council will only certify work completed during the Scouts stay at Sid Richardson Scout Ranch.  If the 
Scout has partially completed a merit badge prior to arrival and completes the remaining requirements during the 
course of the week, it is the scout’s responsibility to bring signed documents from a merit badge counselor in his 
home district and present them to the camp merit badge instructor.  

Each Scout is expected to meet the requirements as stated in the most current edition of merit badge requirements, 
#33216: no more and no less! If it says to “show,” “list,” “make,” “in the field,” etc. that is what is necessary. If you 
become aware of any standards not being met, please let the Program Director or Camp Director know, as soon as 
possible. Some merit badge requirements must be completed before or after camp with an approved merit badge 
counselor in the Scout’s district.  

Refer to the website for the date(s) that the Online Merit Badge registration selection will open.
Instructions for using the system are posted on the website at:  

http://www.longhorncouncil.org/camps-properties/boy-scout-camps/leaders-guides

NOTE: Classes may fill up quickly.  When a class is full, look for other times. If there is only one time that a Scout 
can take a class and the class is full, BE SURE to enroll the Scout in the “Waiting List” for the class!  The Waiting 
List tells the camp director that a class may need additional sections.   

SR2 offers 12 program areas providing staff and necessary resources to provide an excellent experience for Scouts 
and Scout leaders.  The Program areas are Adventure, Boat Docks, Bronco Patrol, Community, Flight & Technology 
Center, Handicraft, Nature – Ecology, Pool, Sailing Base, Marina, Scout Craft; Shooting Sports and Trade Skills.  

Important Note:  For ALL Water Based Merit Badges – Please go over the Safety Afloat (boating activities) and 
Safe Swim Defense (pool classes) with your scouts taking these classes.  All merit badges require the staff to review 
the policies; therefore, they need read this information prior to attending camp  
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A new Scout’s first summer camp experience is a great indicator of how long he will stay in Scouting. If he has a 
great experience he is much more likely to stay in Scouting and your troop for a long time to come!  

Bronco Patrol is our First Year Camper program. It is a half day program and is designed for young Scouts new to 
the Scouting outdoor program. The Patrol Method is at the heart of our Bronco Patrol program, in order to prepare 
young Scouts to be an integral part of their own troop’s program. It is designed as a “hands-on” experience for 
Scouts so that they can begin to master their outdoor skills. Scouts will also have the opportunity to complete the 
First Aid Merit Badge. Be sure to sign Scouts up for Swimming MB outside their Bronco time.  

Bronco Patrol is intended to supplement the Troop’s skills development training and give young Scouts an 
introduction to Scouting’s exciting outdoor program. It is not intended to make Scouts First Class Scouts during one 
week of camp. The activities planned for the program are based on the Tenderfoot through First Class requirements.  
The program is designed to be fun and exciting while gaining personal achievements.  

Fireman Chit and Toten’Chip can be earned during evening programs.  

Register for either the morning or afternoon session of the Bronco Patrol Program. It is recommended that you sign 
up new Scouts for Swimming Merit Badge and at least one other badge.  

The Key is as follows: Scout = S; Tenderfoot = T, Second Class= 2nd, and  First Class = 1st.  The Bronco Patrol staff 
will record the Scout’s advancement requirement for the activities that have been covered into the Scout’s 
Handbook.  The camp staff will not sign a Scout’s Handbook. Testing and signing off in the Scout’s Handbook is a 
function that is reserved for the troop leadership.  

These are the things that Bronco Patrol participants will need to bring Every Day 

Items. 
Water Bottle. (Required for program) 
Pencil and Notepad 
Scout Handbook 
No pocket knives or hot sparks  
Proper socks and shoes 

The following classes are offered and the student will receive documentation of completion; however, they are not a 
merit badge class.  The requirements and prerequisites can be found on the Merit Badge Prerequisite table on page 
22-27. 

BSA Lifeguard 
Snorkeling BSA 
Scuba BSA 
Stand up Paddle Board 
Mile Swim 
Hunters Education 

Make sure you pre-register for mile swim.  There are only 20 spots available due to the size of our pool and time 
constraints.  



S I D R I C H A R D S O N S C O U T R A N C H 2 0 2 0  L E A D E R S G U I D E 

Updated 4-23-20    Page 24 

Some merit badges have requirements that require computers, visiting out of camp locations, or speaking to career 
professionals.  Make sure you are knowledgeable of which merit badges will be incomplete or if needed to research 
before coming to camp. 

Cannot be completed at camp: Must visit a place, talk to a professional outside of camp, or involving weeks or month 
commitment, etc 
Research: Unfortunately there is not enough computers to accommodate the whole camp.  So before coming to camp, use a 
computer at home to research career/locations/facilities/etc and bring to camp to show and discuss with your counselor. 
Pre-Requisite: Must obtain a rank or merit badge before signing up for a merit badge 
Fees: additional cost for the merit badge for supplies 
Bring to camp: some merit badge requires you to bring supplies from home 

Animal Science 
Research 

7. Find out about three career opportunities in animal science. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss this with your counselor and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Animation – can be completed at camp 
Archaeology 
Research 

10. Research a group of people who lived in your area more than 100 years ago. Find out about their ways of life, including housing, clothing, arts and 
crafts, tools, trade and markets, rituals and religions, and diets, and their relationships with other groups of people in the area. Describe what you 
would expect to find at an archaeological site where these people lived. Explain how these people influenced your current community. 

11. Identify three career opportunities in archaeology. Pick one and explain how to prepare for such a career. Discuss with your counselor what 
education and training are required and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Archery Fees: $10 

Art   Fees: $5 
Cannot be completed at camp 

6. With your parent's permission and your counselor's approval, visit a museum, art exhibit, art gallery, artists' co-op, or artist's workshop. Find out 
about the art displayed or created there. Discuss what you learn with your counselor. 

Research 

7. Find out about three career opportunities in art. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss 
this with your counselor and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Astronomy 
Research

9. Find out about three career opportunities in astronomy. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. 
Discuss this with your counselor and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Aviation
Cannot be completed at camp

4. Do ONE of the following: 

(a) Visit an airport. After the visit, report on how the facilities are used, how runways are numbered, and how runways are determined to be "active."

(b) Visit a Federal Aviation Administration facility control tower, terminal radar control facility, air route traffic control center, or Flight Standards 
District Office. (Phone directory listings are under U.S. Government Offices, Transportation Department, Federal Aviation Administration. Call in 
advance.) Report on the operation and your impressions of the facility. 

(c) Visit an aviation museum or attend an air show. Report on your impressions of the museum or show. 

Research

5. Find out about three career opportunities in aviation. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. 
Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Backpacking 
Cannot be completed at camp

10. Using Leave No Trace principles, participate in at least three backpacking treks of at least three days each and at least 15 miles each, and using at 
least two different campsites on each trek. Carry everything you will need throughout the trek. 

11. Do the following: 

(a) Write a plan for a backpacking trek of at least five days using at least three different campsites and covering at least 30 miles. Your plan must 
include a description of and route to the trek area, a schedule (including a daily schedule), a list of food and equipment needs, a safety and 
emergency plan, and a budget. 

(b) Using Leave No Trace principles, take the trek you have planned and, while on the trek, complete at least one service project approved by 
your merit badge counselor. 
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(c) Keep a daily journal during the trek that includes a day-by-day description of you activities, including notes about what worked well and 
thoughts about improvements that could be made for the next trek. 

Basketry   Fees: $25-30
Bird Study    Bring: composition notebook
Research 

11. Identify three career opportunities connected to the study of birds. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss with your counselor if this profession might interest you. 

BSA Lifeguard 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, CPR for Health Professional, First Aid
Camping     Bring: backpack 
Cannot be completed at camp

8. Do the following: 

(d) While camping in the outdoors, cook at least one breakfast, one lunch, and one dinner for your patrol from the meals you have planned for 
requirement 8c. At least one of those meals must be a trail meal requiring the use of a lightweight stove. 

9. Show experience in camping by doing the following: 

(a) Camp a total of at least 20 nights at designated Scouting activities or events. One long-term camping experience of up to six consecutive nights 
may be applied toward this requirement. Sleep each night under the sky or in a tent you have pitched. If the camp provides a tent that has 
already been pitched, you need not pitch your own tent. 

(b) On any of these camping experiences, you must do TWO of the following, only with proper preparation and under qualified supervision.

(1) Hike up a mountain, gaining at least 1,000 vertical feet. 

(2) Backpack, snowshoe, or cross-country ski for at least 4 miles. 

(3) Take a bike trip of at least 15 miles or at least four hours. 

(4) Take a nonmotorized trip on the water of at least four hours or 5 miles.

(5) Plan and carry out an overnight snow camping experience. 

(6) Rappel down a rappel route of 30 feet or more. 

(c) Perform a conservation project approved by the landowner or land managing agency. This can be done alone or with others. 

Canoeing 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Chemistry Fees: $10 
Cannot be completed at camp:

7. Do ONE of the following activities:

(a) Visit a laboratory and talk to a practicing chemist. Ask what the chemist does and what training and education are needed to work as a chemist.

(b) Using resources found at the library and in periodicals, books, and the Internet (with your parent's permission), learn about two different kinds of 
work done by chemists, chemical engineers, chemical technicians, or industrial chemists. For each of the four positions, find out the education 
and training requirements. 

(c) Visit an industrial plant that makes chemical products or uses chemical processes and describe the processes used. What, if any, pollutants are 
produced and how they are handled? 

(d) Visit a county farm agency or similar governmental agency and learn how chemistry is used to meet the needs of agriculture in your county. 

Chess – can be completed at camp 
Citizenship in the Nation 
Cannot be completed at camp:

2. Do TWO of the following: 

(a) Visit a place that is listed as a National Historic Landmark or that is on the National Register of Historic Places. Tell your counselor what you 
learned about the landmark or site and what you found interesting about it. 

(b) Tour your state capitol building or the U.S. Capitol. Tell your counselor what you learned about the capitol, its function, and the history. 

(c) Tour a federal facility. Explain to your counselor what you saw there and what you learned about its function in the local community and how it 
serves this nation. 

(d) Choose a national monument that interests you. Using books, brochures, the Internet (with your parent's permission), and other resources, find 
out more about the monument. Tell your counselor what you learned, and explain why the monument is important to this country's citizens. 

Research:

3. Watch the national evening news five days in a row OR read the front page of a major daily newspaper five days in a row. Discuss the national 
issues you learned about with your counselor. Choose one of the issues and explain how it affects you and your family. 

Citizenship in the World 
Research:
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7. Do TWO of the following (with your parent's permission) and share with your counselor what you have learned: 

(a) Visit the web site of the U.S. State Department. Learn more about an issue you find interesting that is discussed on this web site.

(b) Visit the web site of an international news organization or foreign government, OR examine a foreign newspaper available at your local library, 
bookstore, or newsstand. Find a news story about a human right realized in the United States that is not recognized in another country. 

Climbing   Fees: S20
Communications
Cannot be completed at camp:

5. Attend a public meeting (city council, school board, debate) approved by your counselor where several points of view are given on a single issue. 
Practice active listening skills and take careful notes of each point of view. Prepare an objective report that includes all points of view that were 
expressed, and share this with your counselor. 

8. Plan a troop or crew court of honor, campfire program, or an interfaith worship service. Have the patrol leaders' council approve it, then write the 
script and prepare the program. Serve as master of ceremonies. 

Research

9. Find out about three career opportunities in communication. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Cooking 
Cannot be completed at camp:

4. Cooking at home. Using the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model, plan menus for three full days of meals (three breakfasts, three 
lunches, and three dinners) plus one dessert. Your menus should include enough to feed yourself and at least one adult, keeping in mind any 
special needs (such as food allergies) and how you kept your foods safe and free from cross-contamination. List the equipment and utensils needed 
to prepare and serve these meals. 

Then do the following: 

(a) Create a shopping list for your meals showing the amount of food needed to prepare and serve each meal, and the cost for each meal. 

(b) Share and discuss your meal plan and shopping list with your counselor. 

(c) Using at least five of the 10 cooking methods from requirement 3, prepare and serve yourself and at least one adult (parent, family member, 
guardian, or other responsible adult) one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner, and one dessert from the meals you planned.* 

*The meals for requirement 4 may be prepared on different days, and they need not be prepared consecutively. The requirement calls for 
Scouts to plan, prepare, and serve one breakfast, one lunch, and one dinner to at least one adult; those served need not be the same for all 
meals.

(d) Time your cooking to have each meal ready to serve at the proper time. Have an adult verify the preparation of the meal to your counselor. 

(e) After each meal, ask a person you served to evaluate the meal on presentation and taste, then evaluate your own meal. Discuss what you 
learned with your counselor, including any adjustments that could have improved or enhanced your meals. Tell how better planning and 
preparation help ensure a successful meal. 

Digital Technology  Bring: Digital Camera 
Pre-requisite: Cyber Chip 
Electricity  Fees: $5
Electronics  Fees: $25 
Research:

6. Find out about three career opportunities in electronics that interest you. Discuss with and explain to your counselor what training and education are 
needed for each position. 

Emergency Preparedness 
Pre-requisite: First Aid Merit Badge

(b) Prepare a personal emergency service pack for a mobilization call. Prepare a family emergency kit (suitcase or waterproof box) for use by your 
family in case an emergency evacuation is needed. Explain the needs and uses of the contents. 

Not completed at camp:

(c) Meet with and teach your family how to get or build a kit, make a plan, and be informed for the situations on the chart you created for requirement 
2b. Complete a family plan. Then meet with your counselor and report on your family meeting, discuss their responses, and share your family plan. 

Energy
Research:

(a) With your parent's permission, use the internet to find a blog, podcast, website, or an article on the use or conservation of 
energy. Discuss with your counselor what details in the article were interesting to you, the questions it raises, and what ideas it 
addresses that you do not understand. 

Not completed at camp:

4. Conduct an energy audit of your home. Keep a 14 day log that records what you and your family did to reduce energy use. Include the following in 
your report and, after the 14-day period, discuss what you have learned with your counselor. 

(a) List the types of energy used in your home such as electricity, wood, oil, liquid petroleum, and natural gas, and tell how each is delivered and 
measured, and the current cost; OR record the transportation fuel used, miles driven, miles per gallon, and trips using your family car or another 
vehicle. 
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Research:

8. Find out what opportunities are available for a career in energy. Choose one position that interests you and describe the education and training 
required.

Env. Science 
Research:

6. Find out about three career opportunities in environmental science. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Fingerprinting – can be completed at camp 
Fire Safety 
Cannot be completed at camp

11. Visit a fire station. Identify the types of fire trucks. Find out about the fire prevention activities in your community. 

Research:

12. Determine if smoke detectors are required in all dwellings within your municipality. If so, explain which specific types are required. Tell your 
counselor what type of smoke detectors your house has or needs. 

13. Choose a fire safety-related career that interests you and describe the level of education required and responsibilities of a person in that position. 
Tell why this position interests you. 

First Aid 
Pre-requisite: First-aid for Tenderfoot, 2nd class and 1st class
Fish and Wildlife 
Research:

8. Using resources found at the library and in periodicals, books, and the internet (with your parent's permission), learn about three different positions 
held by fisheries and/or wildlife professionals. Find out the education and training requirements for each position. 

Fishing   Fees: $7-15 Bring: Fishing pole, bait 
Research:

7. Obtain and review the regulations affecting game fishing where you live. Explain why they were adopted and what is accomplished by following 
them.

Forestry     Bring: Composition notebook 
Cannot be completed at camp:

8. Visit one or more local foresters and write a brief report about the person (or persons). Or, write about a forester's occupation including the 
education, qualifications, career opportunities, and duties related to forestry. 

Game Design    Bring: Composition notebook 
Geocaching    Bring: Geocache or can share 
Research:

7. With your parent's permission*, go to www.geocaching.com. Type in your city and state to locate public geocaches in your area. Share with your 
counselor the posted information about three of those geocaches. Then, pick one of the three and find the cache. 

Geology 
Research:

4.

(b)
Find out about three career opportunities available in geology. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Graphic Arts  Fees: $10 
Pre-requisite: Cyber Chip
Horsemanship  Fees: $60
Indian Lore  Fees: $25 
Insect Study 
Cannot be completed at camp:

9. Raise an insect through complete metamorphosis from its larval stage to its adult stage (e.g., raise a butterfly or moth from a caterpillar).*

Research:

13. Find out about three career opportunities in insect study. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. 
Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Instructional Swim 
Kayaking 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Leatherwork  Fees: $15-25
Lifesaving
Pre-requisite: Swimmer
Mammal Study 
Metal Work  Fees: $20  Bring: Cotton shirt/pants
Mile Swim 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer
Motorboating Fees: $10 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
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Moviemaking 
Nature 
Oceanography
Orienteering    Bring: Compass 
Cannot be completed at camp:

9. Act as an official during an orienteering event. This may be during the running of the course you set up for requirement 8. 

Photography    Bring: Digital Camera 
Research:

8. Identify three career opportunities in photography. Pick one and explain to your counselor how to prepare for such a career. Discuss what education 
and training are required, and why this profession might interest you. 

Pioneering 
Plant Science    Bring: Composition notebook 
Research:

7. Name and tell about careers in agronomy, horticulture, and botany. Write a paragraph about a career in one of these fields that interests you.

Programming  
Pre-requisite: Cyber Chip
Public Health 
Cannot be completed at camp:

7. With your parent's and counselor's approval: 

Do ONE of the following: 

(a) Visit your city, county, or state public health agency. 

(b) Familiarize yourself with your city, county, or state health agency's website.

After completing either 7a or 7b, do the following: 

(i) Compare the four leading causes of mortality (death) in your community for any of the past five years with the four leading causes of disease 
in your community. Explain how the public health agency you visited is trying to reduce the mortality and morbidity rates of these leading 
causes of illness and death. 

(ii) Explain the role of your health agency as it relates to the outbreak of diseases. 

(iii) Discuss the kinds of public assistance the agency is able to provide in case of disasters such as floods, storms, tornadoes, earthquakes, and 
other acts of destruction. Your discussion can include the cleanup necessary after the disaster. 

Research:

8. Pick a profession in the public health sector that interests you. Find out the education, training, and experience required to work in this profession. 
Discuss what you learn with your counselor. 

Public Speaking 
Pulp and Paper 
Research:

8. Find out about three career opportunities in the papermaking industry that interest you. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience 
required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Reptile Study 
Cannot be completed at camp:

8. Do ONE of the following: 

(a) Maintain one or more reptiles or amphibians for at least a month. Record food accepted, eating methods, changes in coloration, shedding of 
skins, and general habits; or keep the eggs of a reptile from the time of laying until hatching; or keep the eggs of an amphibian from the time of 
laying until their transformation into tadpoles (frogs) or larvae (salamanders). Whichever you chose, keep records of and report to your 
counselor how you cared for your animal/eggs/larvae to include lighting, habitat, temperature and humidity maintenance, and any veterinary 
care requirements. 

(b) Choose a reptile or amphibian that you can observe at a local zoo, aquarium, nature center, or other such exhibit (such as your classroom or 
school). Study the specimen weekly for a period of three months. At each visit, sketch the specimen in its captive habitat and note any changes 
in its coloration, shedding of skins, and general habits and behavior. Discuss with your counselor how the animal you observed was cared for to 
include its housing and habitat, how the lighting, temperature, and humidity were maintained, and any veterinary care requirements. 

Rifle   Fees: $20
Robotics   Fees: $40 
Research:

7. Careers. Name three career opportunities in robotics. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. 
Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Safety
Research:

8. Learn about three career opportunities in the field of safety. Pick one career and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession. Discuss this choice with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Salesmanship 
Research:
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7. Investigate and report on career opportunities in sales, then do the following: 

(a) Prepare a written statement of your qualifications and experience. Include relevant classes you have taken in school and merit badges you have 
earned.

(b) Discuss with your counselor what education, experience, or training you should obtain so you are prepared to serve in a sales position. 

Scuba BSA  Fees: $40 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Sculpture   Fees: $5 
Research:

3. Find out about career opportunities in sculpture. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss 
this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. 

Search and Rescue 
Research:

10. Find out about three career or volunteer opportunities in search and rescue. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required 
for this professional or volunteer position. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this position might interest you.

Shotgun   Fees: $35
Small Boat Sailing 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Snorkeling BSA 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Soil and Water Cons 
Space Exploration  Fees: $15
Swimming 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer
Weather
Research:

11. Find out about a weather-related career opportunity that interests you. Discuss with and explain to your counselor what training and education are 
required for such a position, and the responsibilities required of such a position. 

Wilderness Survival  
Windsurfing 
Pre-requisite: Swimmer, Safety Afloat, Safe Swim Defense
Wood Carving  Fees: $15-20 
Pre-requisite: Totin Chip

All Scouts enrolled in rifle, archery, shotgun and black powder are encouraged to take this course.  It is a requirement 
for rifle and shotgun.  The fee for scouts enrolled in  these merit badges is waived.  Any others who wish to take the 
course will pay the 15 dollar fee to the instructors at the start of the course.  It is a two night course from 7 to 10 p.m. 
The students must attend both nights, pass a test a show a good attitude throughout to have successfully completed 
the course. 

Course Prerequisites  
-Be age 15 years or older prior to training -Submit health review (Part A only, will be collected at the course)  
-Have current BSA swimmer classification and Safe Swim Defense training   (available online at 
https://myscouting.scouting.org/)   

Swimming Ability 
 -Complete the BSA Swimmer Test:  
 -Recover a 10-pound weight from 8 feet of water. 
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